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The use of color in Heart of Darkness
	The Heart of Darkness is a legendary piece of work written by the all-time novelist Joseph Conrad. Paying reference to the subject matter in (Achebe, 18), the storyline directed its focus to Congo, which is at the heart of Africa. Currently, Africa is a continent that comprises 54 different countries, and Congo happens to be one of them. The storyline showcased that the narrator was pleased by the people who live d along River Thames. Moreover, the narrator iconized Kurtz because he was a successful ivory buyer and seller during his error. Persistence was one of Kurtz's virtues, as evidenced by the text in (Hippisley, 109), because he never focused on the dynamic changes that would emerge in ivory trading. 
The use of color has been a unique art in itself throughout English Literature. Conrad showcases his aptness in using both white and black in his novel, although they both have different meanings. This essay seeks to evaluate the use of the color white and black in the Heart of Darkness, its deviations from the custom ways in Literature. The use of another color apart from black and white will also be identified and analysed. 
Conrad's use of black and white in the Heart of Darkness 
           The typical customs in Literature identify the use of specific colors to represent the novelist's thoughts. According to the wordings in (Lackey, 25), black was a sound symbolism for evil while white represented tranquillity and good. Conrad used black to signify evil in relevance to the skin color of the people who resided in Congo. Most of the Africans were recognized as blacks, while the foreigners were whites. Multiculturalism was an aspect that Africans had not embraced. This restricted them from having international marriages; hence blacks who had a mixture of races running through their veins were unheard of. However, Conrad kept applauding whites for being good since their skin color was white, although they were not entirely righteous. With relevance to the text in (Achebe, 23), a significant percentage of whites who came to visit Congo oppressed blacks by taking their ivory and other resources without consent. Whites felt entitled to have whatever they desired and took advantage of the blacks for not knowing the worth of the resources.
Conrad's adherence to the traditional use of black for evil and white for good
           Conrad did not adhere to the use of black and white as stipulated in English Literature. Through the Heart of Darkness, the novelist showcases that black represents good and tranquillity while white symbolizes evil. This was unexpected, although Conrad managed to be significantly recognized throughout the world to create suspense and irony at the same time. The irony was the fact that Conrad thought that whites like him were good while the Congolese were evil based on their skin color. According to the phrasings in (Hippisley, 112), Conrad's school of thought seemed to be misinformed since it created a lot of suspense. Many issues would have emerged if the book was published in the present times since racism has been a long gone issue. 
The degree of reversal and the relationship between both colors with evil
           The subject matter on (Lipka, 26) stipulates that the degree to which Conrad deviated from the common customs in color use would be highly rated. Heart of Darkness might have a perfect flow, but it brings out racism, although it is a controversial issue. The novelist might have written the book intending to showcase the Congolese culture, but he overdid racism. Conrad should have considered the impact of his ideologies on other generations, which would emanate soon. Most Literature-based scholars have critiqued the Herat of Darkness for its racism. The blacks were not very learned as the whites; hence they did not understand Conrad's take.
Moreover, books and articles were had to come by during that era. With relevance to the wordings in (Hoeller, 136), Conrad ought to have done the Congolese a solid by showcasing their natural resources along with their excellent personal attributes. However, the novelist symbolically used skin color to weigh if an individual was good or evil. 
Conrad's use of another color other than black and white
           Red and beige, also referred to as pale in English Literature, are other colors that Joseph Conrad used in the Heart of Darkness. The novelist's love for Gothic imagery did not take away his desire to use different colors. As ascertained by the phrasings in (Lackey 28), red was symbolically used to represent blood. The color was used to condemn the impact that corruption had on most people who depended on River Thames. Corruption was noticeable in the storyline as one of the root problems that the Congolese were experiencing. Conrad felt that bloodshed emanated from crime in ivory trading. However, pale or beige was a representative color that defined humanity as an essential aspect of society. As indicated in the text in (Hoeller. 140), Conrad encouraged people to be considerate towards each other, although some were evil while others were good. Modern scholars have referred to Conrad's final take to mend racism previously prevalent in his novel as a good gesture that ought to be enumerated by many.
Conclusion
           The Heart of Darkness has been renowned for its ability to showcase two contradicting schools of thought. Conrad used the black color to represent good, while the white symbolized evil. However, this type of color use was not common in English Literature since it was based on an individual's skin color. Red is used to represent bloodshed due to corruption, while pale symbolized the need for people to exercise humanity.
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